Barber: .Psoriasis treated by Danysz's Method history is as follows: When first noticed the lesions were about the size of a small pea; they increased gradually to the dimensions of a walnut; they are tender and painful, these sensations varying in degree from time to time. No other abnormal condition is discoverable.
While this condition does not correspond to the disease originally described by Dercum, it may with justice be placed in the more extended conception of adiposis dolorosa. Vitaut's classification, which would include cases of this type, is as follows: nodular (encapsuled); diffuse, localized; and diffuse, generalized; I. P. Lyon,' goes even further, and with some success seeks to show that the several clinical groups of fatty deposit are not only closely related but essentially identical, being only variations of a common morbid process.
One tumour about the size of a hazel nut was removed from the forearm. Sections prepared from this consist of pure fat; in preparations stained by Levaditi's method nerve filaments were not found.
DISCUSSION.
Dr. F. PARKES WEBER asked why this should not be called a case of ordinary multiple nodular subcutaneous lipomata, which was a relatively common condition. The lipomata in this case he would not regard as really tender, especially in view of the prevalence of rheumatoid pains in women. These tumours were often found at a stage when the ordinary fatty tissue of the body was inclined to atrophy, though this patient had not yet arrived at that stage. Tenderness in such lipomata might be due to the stretching of a nerve filament around the tumour.
Dr. GRAHAM LITTLE deprecated so loose a classification as that suggested, which would practically merge all deposits of fat in one formless group of no clinical value. I HAVE brought these cases of chronic psoiiasis because they seem to illustrate the effect of Danysz's method of treatment. One should be very careful before accepting the alleged value of a new treatment for psoriasis; I believe that an experience of at least five years is neces-Section of Dermatology sary before a definite opinion can be formed. The cases quoted in Danysz's book (" Origine, Evolution et Traitement des Maladies chroniques non-contagieuses ") are very striking, and a study of them has led me to try the method myself. Danysz regards psoriasis, certain forms of eczema, urticaria, angio-neurotic cedema, and other non-cutaneous diseases, such as asthma, chronic albuminuria, and many gastro-intestinal disorders, as due to a Atate of " immnunity-anaphylaxis." There is some experimental work in support of this view, for if rabbits are injected repeatedly with minute doses of a foreign serum or bacterial protein for several weeks, and are then kept under observation, they gradually develop chronic diseases of various kinds, such as arthritis, dermatoses with alopecia, paralysis, and so on. The same is true of horses used for the preparation of curative sera.
Acting on' this theory Danysz attempts to counteract the anaphylactic state by giving repeated doses at short intervals of bacterial protein prepared from faecal cultures; the bacteria being killed at 70°C., the preparations are less toxic than ordinary vaccines, and can be injected daily or every other day. The method is comparable with the injection of peptone, of non-specific protein such as milk, and of food, animal, or plant proteins in the treatment of asthma. Case I.-Male, aged 54. One sister also has psoriasis. The disease appeared in him at the age of 11. He was in Great Ormond Street Hospital when aged 13, and was treated by the external application of liquid tar. He was then free from the eruption for some years. At the age of 20 he came under Sir Cooper Perry's care, and was given arsenic in increasing doses. He was then much better for a period of some fifteen years. His present attack began eighteen months ago, and he became progressively worse. He came under my care in August, 1920. Treatment by Danysz's method was begun on October 5. At that time there was extensive psoriasis involving chiefly the arms, legs, and abdomen. He was given a course of twelve injections over a period of three weeks; this resulted in very great improvement, the patches becoming first pale and then gradually fading. After a week's rest a second course was begun, of which he had now had four injections. Only traces of the eruption now remained, and the patient stated that he felt in very much better health than before. In this case autogenous faecal vaccine was employed.
Case II.-Female, aged 37. Her grandfather had psoriasis. The eruption appeared in her at the age of 26. She was under treatment for several years without any lasting benefit; in fact, she has never been really free of the disease for eleven years. I myself tried increasing doses of arsenic, as well as various local applications. I also gave her intramuscular injections of sulphur in oil with only slight benefit. Treatment by Danysz's method was begun on September 30, 1920, and she received twelve injections over a period of four weeks. The eruption disappeared rapidly, and she is now better than she has been since the commencement of the disease. In her case fiecal vaccine prepared from another patient with psoriasis was used.
Dr. COPE (introduced by Dr. Wilfrid Fox) said he had taken considerable interest in Danysz's method, through the work on asthma which he (the speaker) had been doing, and testing the skin of sensitive people. He did not think Danysz attributed the conditions named entirely to intestinal toxwsmia, but he gave antigens, as other people gave peptones, to destroy any excess of anti-bodv which might be present. Danysz treated practically every condition by this method, and these cases quickly yielded to it, especially old-standing cases of eczema. Patients with eczema stood enormous doses without harm. The results of this method must be judged by an inspection of the state of the patients that have undergone it, after the lapse of some years.
Dr. S. E. DORE said he thought these cases were encouraging. He had a, series of cases of psoriasis under stock vaccine treatment, but it was too early yet to report on them. He had read a commentary on this treatment by Sabouraud, who gave a very guarded opinion of its value; he said some of tha cases showed a remarkable and even an apparently lasting improvement, but none of them seemed to be really cured and in some there were no results. Experience showed that the intestinal flora of patients with psoriasis was the same as in healthy persons, and stock vaccines could.be used.
The PRESIDENT said he had not tried Danysz's method in psoriasis, because, as a rule, that disease did not present great difficulty, but, on Danysz's recommendation, he tried it in a bad case of dermatitis herpetiformis, and it did no good whatever. Sir James Galloway some time ago showed a case ofpsoriasis which had been cured, temporarily, by staphylococcic vaccine which had been cultivated from the patient's own scales. About a year later the eruption recurred, and that time it failed to be benefited by staphylococcia inoculations. It was known that psoriasis was not due to staphylococcic invasion of the surface, so that in that case the staphylococcus must have been an accidental incursion. 
